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He has an overwhelming resume. The Turing Prize -the 

Nobel Prize in mathematics-, doctorates in Engineering, 

master's degrees in Physics and Philosophy and, now, the 

BBVA Foundation Frontiers of Knowledge Award in 

Communication Technologies. And, to top it off, he is a 

gifted pianist. Judea Pearl, however, prefers to define herself as a poet. 

After all, he makes metaphors with equations. In the eighties he 

developed a mathematical language, Bayesian networks, essential today 

in any computer, but now, at 85 years old, he declares herself an 

'apostate' from artificial intelligence. Why? Well, precisely for that 

reason. It is not a play on words. It is that Pearl affirms that as long as 

we do not teach the machines to understand the cause-effect 

relationship, in its very complex variants, they will not think like us. And 

he knows how to achieve it. He explains it to us from his house in Los 

Angeles. There, at the University of California, he is still a professor. As 

lucid as that young Israeli, raised on a kibbutz, who arrived in sunny 

California 60 years ago. 

XL Weekly. His goal is to build machines with a human level of 

intelligence, that think like us. 

Judea Pearl. Yes, because until now we haven't made machines that 

'think'. They only simulate human thought. 

"Between humans and machines, 
only the 'hardware' is different; the 

'software' is the same. Perhaps 
there may be a difference: the fear 

of death. But I do not know ... " 









JP It's not to be scary, it's just that it's new. It has the potential to be 

scary and the potential to be extremely convenient. For now, it's just 

'new'. 

XL. Will machines be able to tell right from wrong?

JP Yes, with the same reliability as human beings; Let's trust that more. 

The analogy that I like is that of our children. We believe that they will 

think like us, we raise them with the hope that we will instill our values 

in them. And yet there is a risk that my son will turn out to be just 

another Putin. But we all go through the process of raising our children 

in the hope that they will acquire our values. And it usually works fine ... 

Family album. Judea Pearl, in various family photos: his wedding day to Ruth, at his son Daniel's 

Bar Mitzvah celebration, and a portrait from the 1960s. His wife, who died last year, was also a 

brilliant mathematician and software developer, of Israeli and American nationality, but born and 

raised in Baghdad, Iraq. They met at the Technion university in Israel and never parted ways. 















Judea Pearl's son, Daniel, a reporter for The Wall Street Journal, was 

kidnapped and murdered in Pakistan by a jihadist group in February 

2002. His captors, who began a path of terror that the Islamic State 

would later follow, released a video on the one that showed his 

beheading. Daniel's wife, Marianne Pearl, was pregnant at the time. The 

terrible tragedy failed to undermine the principles of the Pearl family. 

They created a foundation named after Daniel to foster "understanding 

between cultures through journalism, music and innovative 

communication." Judea says that the foundation collects the spirit of his 

son, who "never approached anyone out of fear, but out of curiosity." 

They organize concerts because Daniel was also a talented violinist, but 

above all they are focused on supporting journalistic and educational 

initiatives; many of them in Pakistan. Judea and his wife, Ruth (who died 

last year), have two other daughters. Daniel's son, Adam Pearl, was born 

in Paris three months after his father's murder. 




